SPOTLIGHT

" Did you know?

...that early-onset ulcerative colitis (UC) has been associated with
an increased risk of colorectal cancer (CRC) and longer 5-ASA
use reduced this risk?

In a Korean nationwide population-based study, the risk of CRC

was lower overall for UC vs the general population, but increased
in early-onset UC (age <40 years)'
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30,546 UC patients (diagnosed 2006—-2015) and 88,829 age- and sex-matched individuals without UC;
mean follow-up 5.2 and 5.3 years, respectively

These findings highlight the importance of surveillance colonoscopy,

particularly in patients diagnosed with UC at a young age, and
supports the role of mesalazine in chemoprevention’

5-ASA: 5-aminosalicylic acid; CRC: colorectal cancer; HR: hazard ratio; UC: ulcerative colitis
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